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Summary

In 1956, a Christian tombstone was discovered at the Shimofuji ward shared cemetery in
Usuki City. Along with this discovery, there was local folklore that a Christian cemetery had been in
this place. For this reason, there was an extremely high possibility that a Christian tombstone exists in
the Shimofuji ward shared cemetery. However, an academic investigation had not been made for a long

period, leaving the actual situation unknown.

Beginning around 2008, a precedent of Christian grave investigation had increased slightly in
each area. However, of those Christian graves, only burial pits survived, and the grave-marker situation
had not been made clear. Because of this, the necessity to investigate existing Christian graves was
pursued by Christian archeologists. From 2010, excavations have been initiated by the Usuki City Board

of Education with the purpose to preserve these remains.

According to a six-year-long investigation, more than 60 groups of Christian graves were
confirmed to remain in the Shimofuji ward shared cemetery in almost compete form, from the markers
above ground to the burial pits. Ground-markers made of stone, combined and arranged in a rectangular
shape, were discovered. They had additionally been aligned by length and width, and it became apparent
that changes such as cemetery arrangement and destruction had not been carried out in the era that
followed. Furthermore, of whatever markers had been within the cemetery, a large cross that had stood,
stone-paved remains in the shape of a plaza, a road within the cemetery and remains of what may have
been a stone-paved road, an oratory, the remains of a cornerstone building, the remains of a secondary

facility, and many other landmarks of the Christian missionary period had come to light.

Within the investigation of historical literature, the circumstances of a person called “Rian” (¥
& ) , a resident of the Shimofuji settlement at the end of the 16th century who possessed the vastest
resident grounds, have been made clear. It was revealed that Rian was valued as  H AR R B D F VU &
% ¥ | or “the best Christian of Japan” by the Jesuit missionaries with the baptismal name “Leao” to
represent him. The Leao described in the Jesuit missionary records maintained a Christian cemetery for
the village people, and according to this, the circumstances of this Shimofuji ward Christian cemetery
have been illuminated. Moreover, of all the things that have been understood about the period when the
cemetery was first built in 1579, that the circumstances of the remains coincide with records of Japan
and Europe, they have come to be recognized as remains with an academic value unprecedented even

throughout the country.
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